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John 14.18-31—Promises Made—Part 1 

I. Introduction 

a. Imagine if on your wedding day, the groom or bride whispered this in your ear just after you had been 

joined in a covenant marriage relationship: “Hey, let’s make these the best three years of our lives.” And 

by that your spouse meant, that the commitment was only for three years. In other words, the vow or 

promise was not till death do us part but after three years. Will that marriage work?  

b. I met this man in Nicaragua while walking the streets and sharing the gospel. I asked him if he was 

following Jesus. He replied, sometimes. I asked him if he was married. He said yes. I asked him if it was 

okay that his wife loved him sometimes but loved another man sometimes. He replied, no, it’s not okay. 

I asked him if he thought Jesus was okay with him loving and following him just sometimes.  

c. If we think about these two scenarios as we come to our text this morning, we need to see if Jesus isn’t 

doing something similar. I would not commit to a marriage for three years. I don’t think the Lord is 

asking you to follow him sometimes. But what about Jesus? He called these disciples to follow him 

however, he’s about to depart from them. How will they follow him if he leaves?  

d. I’m sure many of you know the answer to this because you know the rest of the story. Yet, I think we 

need to pay attention to the reality of how the disciples think and feel about what’s about to happen. 

Does Jesus leave them as orphans? Are his promises trustworthy? Is Jesus trustworthy? What are 

promises for?  

II. Main Point 

a. This text is full of promises. I think the main point is clearly that Jesus makes promises. These disciples 

needed promises to stand on amid the impending departure of Jesus. They and you will have to decide 

whether Jesus makes good on those promises or not and if he is trustworthy or not.  

III. Outline 

a. Promises Made but pending 

b. A Look Ahead…Did he keep his promises? 

IV. Exposition  

a. I can’t help but want to list all the promises made. At this point, they are pending. The disciples might 

say they have trusted God’s promises their whole lives but now they must trust Jesus’ promises too.  

i. The first one is that Jesus will not leave them as orphans; he will come to them.  

1. Obviously, Jesus knows his disciples. We have to ask questions to discover what 

someone is thinking. We do not know someone’s heart. But that’s not so with the Lord. 

It says in (Ps. 139:4) 4 Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, O LORD, you know it 

altogether.  

2. None of the previous promises have alleviated this feeling of abandonment. I can’t 

imagine what it feels like to be without parents. It’s all I have ever known. As Jesus 

prepares to return to the Father, he knows his disciples think that he will leave them 

helpless. However, Jesus promises that he will come to them. 

a. This may feel even more strange if we hear this and think, “Are you merely 

going to stop by one more time before you leave?”  

i. Obviously, I don’t think that’s what he means but it may be how the 

disciples hear it. Or someone reading this for the first time may be 

skeptical due to past abandonment by their father. Will Jesus prove to 

be there for them always? 

b. This promise may need some more clarification. And really, all of the following 

promises will be insufficient for now. But they will soon understand. Regardless, 

promises require trust.  
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c. Honestly, if Jesus left his disciples as orphans, I would not want any part of 

following him. Will he take care of them?  

ii. The next promise made is in v.19 “the world will see me no more, but you yourself will see me.”  

1. We are given a small indication of how much time is left in verse 19. Yet a little while 

and the world will see me no more.  

a. He came to his own…they saw him with their own eyes…in fact many people 

saw him. That is a historical fact that is undisputed and foolish to deny. That is 

not in question. But those who rejected him will see him no more.  

i. So, the promise is made but they seem to have no idea what’s about to 

happen. The next promise could be taken separately but knowing how 

all this ends, I see why it needs to be connected with “you will see me.”  

ii. If Jesus is leaving, how will they see him? The promise is incomplete 

without the vague reference to “because I live.”  

1. Do they recall what Jesus said previously for those who believe? 

“Though he die, yet he shall live.” I really don’t think so.  

2. Of course, there’s a result attached to the promise, you will see 

me because I live. In fact, because Jesus lives, they will live.  

iii. As you will see, Jesus dominates this conversation. He doesn’t give them much space to think or 

respond. The next promise says “In that day” but when is uncertain. Jesus says, “In that day you 

yourselves will know that I am in my Father and you in me, and I in you.”  

1. This is different than knowing Jesus as in the exchange he had with Philip previously. 

That section two weeks ago ended with: “Believe me that I am in the Father and the 

Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves.  

2. This new promise indicates that someday in the future they will know these things. They 

now ought to trust Jesus that they will know that he is in the Father, and they are in 

Jesus, and Jesus is in them.  

a. I think the next verse has a promise to be sure but I believe this first part 

describes in part what it means for the disciples to be in Jesus and Jesus in 

them.  

i. It says, the one who has my commandments and keeps them that one is 

the one who loves me.  

ii. If you knew my grandfather, Eulaine Moubray, then you would know 

that I have a lot of his ways in me. I could list numerous things that I do 

because that’s the way he taught me. I’m sure there are many more 

mannerisms that I don’t even notice that are exactly like him. In part, 

you know who he is even though you have never met him because you 

know me.  

iii. To have Jesus’ commandments…to know them and observe them…is for 

you to be in him and he in you. And this is the one who loves Jesus.  

1. (1 Jn. 2:4)  4 Whoever says "I know him" but does not keep his 

commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him 

iv. If I may, let me quote an old wise man named J.I. Packer. He said this, 

“What were we made for? To know God. What aim should we set 

ourselves in life? To know God. What is “eternal life” that Jesus gives? 

Knowledge of God. “This is eternal life: that they may know you, the 

only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you sent” (Jn 17:3). What is the 

best thing in life, bringing more joy, delight, and contentment than 

anything else? Knowledge of God. “This is what the LORD says: ‘Let not 
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the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast in his 

strength or the rich man boast in his riches, but let him who boasts 

boast about this: that he understands and knows me’” (Jer 9:23-24). 

What, of all the states God ever sees man in, gives God most pleasure? 

Knowledge of himself. “I desired…the knowledge of God more than 

burnt offerings,” says God (Hos 6:6).  

v. My granddad would be happy to see me walking in his ways. But what 

matters most is whether I am walking in God’s ways that others might 

know him.  

iv. The next promise is meant to be very encouraging. This doesn’t sound like they will be left as 

orphans. Jesus says, “He who loves me will be loved by my Father and I will love him and reveal 

myself to him.”  

1. The evidence that you love Jesus reveals itself in keeping his word. And this will be an 

ongoing relationship even though he is going back to the Father.  

2. The love of the Father for whoever loves Jesus is the result of their love for Jesus. The 

Father will not love the one who does not love his Son whom he sent.  

a. In one sense, God does love the One who does not love his Son…the world and 

he did that by sending his only Son. However, to reject Jesus is to the reject the 

love of the Father.  

3.  The last part of the promise describes how Jesus loves in that he will reveal himself to 

the one who loves him.  

a. I haven’t mentioned this, but some of these promises are exclusively for these 

eleven disciples. And others are promises for anyone who believes.  

i. But what does Jesus mean? How will he disclose himself? That’s a great 

question. In fact, what Jesus said caused one of the disciples to ask a 

similar question.  

ii. (Jn. 14:22)  22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, "Lord, how is it that you 

will manifest yourself to us, and NOT to the world?" 

iii. The disciples fully expected the coming Messiah to reveal himself to the 

world! Many of the promises made about this one to come included this 

truth.  

iv. For example: (Dan. 7:13-14) 3 "I saw in the night visions, and behold, 

with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, and he 

came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him.  14 And to 

him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, 

nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting 

dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not 

be destroyed. 

v. However, this same one is the suffering servant of Isaiah 53. How do we 

reconcile this? He will reveal himself to the world but not until all his 

sheep have come into the fold. So, it’s a matter of timing.  

vi. While the wisdom and wealth of King Solomon was revealed to the 

world and people like the Queen of Sheba came to see it. But as we 

have already talked about, the world wasn’t impressed with Jesus. (Isa. 

53:1-3) And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?  2 For he 

grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; 

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty 

that we should desire him.  3 He was despised and rejected by men, a 
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man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men 

hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

v. However, I believe Jesus vaguely answers that question with the next promise. If anyone loves 

me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come and make our home 

(permanent residence) with him.  

1. Jesus reveals himself through his disciples by their keeping of his word. But I don’t think 

that’s the only angle of this revealing. It seems to say that the one who loves me keep 

my commandments and I love him by revealing myself to him.   

a. Is this in the sense of making himself known at conversion?  

b. Or does this disclosure come as a result of faithful, glad obedience?  

i. Well of course I believe it’s both. Maybe a negative example will help 

see how disobedience hinders seeing Jesus. (1 Pet. 3:7) husbands, live 

with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman 

as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, 

so that your prayers may not be hindered. 

1. If a husband disobeys the word, his prayers are hindered.  

ii. Another quick thought. (Matt. 5:8)  8 "Blessed are the pure in heart, for 

they shall see God. 

1. I certainly believe this is the future beholding of God at the end 

but if I want to see him then I want to be pure in heart. 

However, if I were to look at pornography before coming to the 

office to work on sermon preparation my heart would be 

damaged and my mind darkened and would result in me not 

seeing God in the text right now not just later.  

2. I want to be pure in heart because I shall see God. If people say 

they are blessed it’s usually in the context of wealth and 

prosperity. This text, along with many more say the blessed life 

is that of a pure heart, now not just later.  

2. This promise for the Father and the Son to make their abode with the one who loves 

Jesus is incredible.  

a. The one who loves Jesus, keeps his word. Again, the main way God reveals 

himself in this world of darkness is through the people that have the Light. The 

Light is most certainly Jesus but also the light is his word, his ways, and his 

character.  

i. In other words, the appearing of Jesus “occurs within the circle of love 

that displays itself in obedience to the Son’s teaching.”  

b. But this promise of God dwelling with the one who loves Jesus is NOW not just 

later.  

c. It is the Garden of Eden’s relationship with God that is restored even though all 

of creation awaits full restoration . However, the permanence of dwelling with 

God begins now for those who trust Jesus. All of those who love Christ are 

priests and we carry the presence of God everywhere we go.  

d. “While Jesus leaves his disciples in order to prepare in his Father’s house 

‘dwelling-places’ for his followers, he simultaneously joins with the Father (their 

equality is implicit) in making a ‘dwelling-place’ in the believer” (Carson 504). 

3. Just to make clear there is no neutral position. (Jn. 14:24) 24 Whoever does not love me 

does not keep my words. 
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a. “Mere duty will not generate obedience to Christ; only love for him can do that” 

(Carson 505).  

b. I’ve heard of parents buying that picture of Jesus to hang in their son or 

daughter’s dorm room when they leave home. Those piercing eyes are 

supposed to remind them that Jesus watching.  

c. So too some parents make use of Santa is watching to see if you are naughty or 

nice the last few weeks of the year.  

d. Neither of these or any other external pressure will do. The Lord is concerned 

about love from the heart. Duty has its limits; love does not.  

4. Well, it must be extremely important that we understand Jesus’ words are the words of 

the Father because he says it often. The kings of Israel were known as those who walked 

in the ways of their father David or Jeroboam. King Jesus is known as the only one to 

walk perfectly in the ways of God his Father.  

b. Now let’s take a brief look ahead to see how these promises worked out. Do you think he was worthy of 

trust and obedience? Let’s see. 

i. Did he come to them? Did he live?  

1. (Jn. 20:19) 19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being 

locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 

and said to them, "Peace be with you." 

ii. I believe this makes clear that they came to know what he had promised about being in the 

Father and they in him. (Jn. 20:28-29)  28 Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!"   

iii. Did the disciples keep his word?  

1. In the face of persecution they said this: (Acts 4:19-20) 19 But Peter and John answered 

them, "Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you 

must judge,  20 for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard." 

2. Was it mere duty or love? (Acts 5:41) 41 Then they left the presence of the council, 

rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. 

iv. Did he reveal himself to those who loved him? 

1. (Acts 7:54-60) 54 Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they 

ground their teeth at him.  55 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw 

the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.  56 And he said, "Behold, I 

see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God."  57 But 

they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him.  58 

Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their 

garments at the feet of a young man named Saul.  59 And as they were stoning Stephen, 

he called out, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit."  60 And falling to his knees he cried out with 

a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." And when he had said this, he fell 

asleep. 

V. Response 

a. I wonder if Jesus is that real to you? These disciples and Stephen, the deacon, did not risk their lives for a 

dead Jesus. The did not suffer out of duty. Christ Jesus was the ultimate love of their lives. When you 

love him, you will do anything.  

b. Jesus’ promises can be trusted. He is worthy of our trust. So, for some of you, you need only to keep 

trusting.  

c. For others, you may have become dull of heart. Prolonged disobedience will quench the Spirit and your 

heart will just be numb. A broken and contrite heart he will not turn away. He is gentle and lowly at 

heart with his children.  
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d. I came at this text and those quoted at the end seeking to know if Jesus’ promises could be trusted. I 

have no doubt that they are. If you had your doubts, I hope you saw Jesus keep his promises.  

e. Because, all who have repented and believe in Christ have been declared forgiven and counted 

righteous but we are waiting to be glorified. It is a promise that has yet to be completed. We will see it 

fulfilled at his return or on the other side of death.  

f. What is on the other side of death for you? What are you waiting for?  


