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John 20.24-31—Jesus Meets You Where You Are 

I. Introduction 

a. There are different levels of what we might call doubt. Thomas has been given the nickname, Doubting 

Thomas. But he doesn’t just have doubts, he does not believe. But Jesus meets him where he is.  

b. I have personally gone through seasons of doubt on the level of unbelief. Particularly while in seminary, 

the undoing of life as I knew it was very hard. I believed things based on what someone else told me 

(which is how things ought to work). When you don’t know what the Bible says yourself then you lean 

on the traditions handed to you from your church family. The problem was, some of those things did not 

line up with Scripture while some did. But even more important, there were a lot of things missing too.  

c. Breaking loose from held tradition is painful. Sometimes I was angry with those who didn’t teach me all 

that the Bible said. At other times, I wasn’t sure I could trust the Bible or more accurately, trust God. I 

had trusted what others had passed on to me about God and the Bible more than I trusted God himself 

in his word.  

d. The Lord placed some people in my life that were nothing short of merciful gifts. They prayed. They 

corrected. They encouraged. They stayed. They continued to point me to the Bible as the place to find 

the truth. And their faith in the Lord and his word spoke volumes to me.  

e. What we are about to read about Thomas was painful for him and I would imagine many would read 

this and never think of the hurt he went through. I, for one, am glad he went through this because his 

doubts are my doubts and I see how it ended. Mine ended the same way. That season of doubt caused 

me to find the source of truth and there I found Jesus. The real Jesus. The whole Jesus. The risen Jesus. 

My King.  

II. Main Point  

a. Though Thomas does not believe, Jesus yields to his request to see and touch his wounds so that he may 

believe. This was Jesus’ purpose in coming and it was John’s purpose for writing.  

III. Outline 

a. Thomas is absent and does not believe 

b. Jesus comes to Thomas that he may believe 

c. John writes that you may believe and continue to believe 

IV. Exposition 

a. Absentee Thomas missed Jesus’ first appearance with the other disciples. But those other disciples are 

there telling him the truth. 

i. Last week we looked at verses 19-23. There Jesus affirms his finished work and resurrection 

then commissions his disciples to continue the mission he began. We noticed that fear gripped 

them on account of the Jews. Jesus came to bring peace to them. His resurrection and the peace 

he had purchased for them on the cross demanded that his mission to save his people from 

their sins continue through his disciples in the power of the Holy Spirit and the authority given 

them from the Lord and King.  

ii. BUT one of the Twelve was not there that evening he rose from the dead. No reason is given 

why he wasn’t there.  

1. We don’t know why he wasn’t there but let’s think about who is Thomas? What do we 

know about him?  

a. Back in John 11, we hear how loyal to Jesus he wants to be when they get the 

news that Lazarus will soon die. He is ready to risk his life to make the journey.  

b. In chapter 14, we learn that he doesn’t understand where Jesus is going and if 

he would simply show him the Father that would be good enough.  
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c. We are told in our text this morning that he is one of the Twelve and they call 

him Didymus which means twin.  

i. That means he has been with Jesus these last three years or so and he 

has been taught (discipled) and he has been a witness to countless 

miracles, even the raising of Lazarus.  

ii. Furthermore, he was a Jew and undoubtably had been taught the 

Scriptures his entire life. 

d. With that said, we also see him not believing the other disciples’ eyewitness 

testimony. They were telling him (repeatedly), “We have seen the Lord.”  

i. Thomas replies with an ultimatum: (Jn. 20:25) "Unless I see in his hands 

the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and 

place my hand into his side, I will never believe." 

2. I have two questions about his response.  

a. Man, what did his fellow disciples think about his ultimatum? The fact that they 

continually told him as a group that they had seen the Lord says a lot.   

i. When they had seen the marks from the nails and the scar in his side, it 

makes it hard when someone you know so well does not believe what 

you are saying…especially when it is exactly what he wants to see.  

ii. Obviously, they stayed with Thomas. Other brothers and sisters in the 

Lord who are faithfully speaking the truth into his life are very 

important.  

b. The second question I have is why did Thomas not believe his fellow disciples’ 

claim to have seen the risen Lord Jesus? 

i. Keep in mind that none of the NT had been written. He doesn’t have the 

Gospel of John to read. He is living life through this and we get to see it.  

ii. To disbelieve at least 10 of the remaining disciples and no doubt other 

disciples is a pretty strong resistance.  

iii. The fact that Jesus makes a second appearance that seems to be 

specifically for Thomas tells us that his unbelief was a serious issue.  

iv. Most of the commentators suggest that Thomas is extremely 

disappointed. He, like the rest of the disciples, had given up everything 

to follow Jesus. Now all their hopes of Messiah had gone.  

1. I understand where he’s coming from. And this level of unbelief 

is certainly possible after the death of the One you followed.  

2. But I think his fundamental problem is not believing the 

Scriptures that he had been taught. In other words, he was 

foolish just like some of the other disciples.  

3.  Jesus said this to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus after 

the resurrection: (Lk. 24:25-26) "O foolish ones, and slow of 

heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!  26 Was it not 

necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter 

into his glory?" 

4. John has already said this: (Jn. 20:9)  9 for as yet they did not 

understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 

iii. What do we need when we doubt?  

1. We need faithful brothers and sisters speaking truth into our lives.  
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a. A real concern is this, would we know that someone is struggling with doubts 

before it was seemingly too late? Are our relationships and fellowship with each 

other strong enough to notice?  

b. That happens through private conversations with good relationships.  

c. In those discussions, doubters need to hear the truth in love.  

d. They need grace. Be a means of grace.  

e. They need prayer but not at the expense of these others. Prayer is necessary 

but it must be accompanied with the truth of God’s word. To leave out the 

word, is to leave out Jesus. And Jesus is exactly what doubters need most.  

b. That’s clearly seen in our next point. If Thomas’ faith is dependent on Thomas alone, then he and the 

rest of us are doomed. Jesus comes to give Thomas faith.  

i. Eight days pass. The next Sunday roles around. The disciples have themselves locked inside 

again, and this time Thomas is with them. And Jesus is faithful.  

ii. The same scene saw last week, happens again. The doors are locked and Jesus comes and stands 

among them and said… 

1. Dead people do not go anywhere and they sure do not stand and talk. This is the 

resurrected Jesus.  

2. He said to the disciples and Thomas, “Peace to you.”  

a. Just like the encounter 8 days ago, Jesus’ resurrection brings about what sinners 

need most: peace.  

i. Peace with God through the finished work of Christ. (Isa. 53:5) …he was 

pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon 

him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds 

we are healed. 

ii. But the extent of that peace will be complete only at the consummation 

of the age. Perfect peace will reign forever under the perfect rule of 

Christ.  

iii. But peace with God and the coming peace in God’s Kingdom is only 

available to those who believe in all that Christ did.  

iii. That puts Thomas in a very dangerous situation. One cannot deny the resurrection of Christ and 

know the peace of Christ. No resurrection, no salvation.  

1. Paul will even say in (Rom. 10:9-10)  if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord 

and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  10 For 

with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is 

saved. 

a. (Rom. 4:24-25) It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the 

dead Jesus our Lord,  25 who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for 

our justification. 

b. One cannot say Jesus is Lord and then deny the resurrection and still be saved.  

2. I get the impression that many people these days think you can believe whatever you 

want about things and everything will okay. That’s not true. Many people who call 

themselves Christians are will have no access to eternal life.  

3. Thomas cannot remain where he is and be saved.  

iv. I’m so thankful that everything we say doesn’t come to pass. I’m thankful my faith isn’t merely 

up to me. If God doesn’t do something for Thomas…and me and you…we are doomed.  

1. And here comes Jesus yielding to the request of unbelieving Thomas.  

a. Let’s be reminded of what this wavering disciple said 8 days ago.  
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i. (Jn. 20:25)  "Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my 

finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will 

never believe." 

b. Now take note of what Jesus says to him.  

i. (Jn. 20:27) 27 Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here, and see my 

hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, 

but believe." 

1. Jesus uses two different words that are translated “put.” The 

first one mean bring. Some have literally translated this 

command “bring your finger here.”  

a. In other words, carry my wounds as evidence of my 

resurrection with you for the rest of your life.  

c. I would point out that Jesus wasn’t there when Thomas made his demand but 

Jesus doesn’t need to be there to know exactly what Thomas needs that he may 

believe.  

2. We must know that faith is a gift from the Lord.  

a. (Heb. 12:2) Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith 

b. Take note of what Paul said in (Eph. 2:8)  8 For by grace you have been saved 

through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God 

i. It…faith…is the gift of God.  

c. When Thomas confessed: (Jn. 20:28)  "My Lord and my God!" that was a gift 

from the Lord. That’s grace!  

i. Thomas will have nothing to boast about! He will praise the Lord for his 

glorious grace.  

3. Hear the promises Jesus had made:  

a. (Jn. 6:39)  39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of 

all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. 

b. (Jn. 10:28)  28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will 

snatch them out of my hand. 

c. (Jn. 17:2-3)  2 since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal 

life to all whom you have given him.  3 And this is eternal life, that they know 

you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 

c. Some of you might be thinking: Will Jesus come to me like this if I waver in faith? It’s impossible for me 

to affirm the resurrection if I can’t see him and touch the scars in his hands and side. Can someone be 

saved even if they have not seen him? The very purpose of Jesus in coming to Thomas was that he may 

believe. Jesus’ purpose becomes John’s purpose for writing this Gospel.  

i. Notice how Jesus responds to Thomas’ confession of faith in (Jn. 20:29) 29 Jesus said to him, 

"Have you believed because you have seen me[?] Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 

have believed." 

1. Jesus answers your question with an emphatic YES!  

a. One does not have to see and touch him in order to believe. But I would also say 

to you who may not believe. This story is here for you. Your doubts cannot be 

any stronger than Thomas had.  

i. In other words, he doubted for you. Hear his confession: (Jn. 20:28)  

"My Lord and my God!".  

ii. Hear Jesus: (Jn. 20:27) Do not disbelieve, but believe. 

b. Jesus says of the one who believes but had not seen—you are blessed.  
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i. God looks on you with favor. His disposition toward you is full of grace 

and mercy for all who believe in his Son.  

ii. When Jesus finished these words, John concludes this: (Jn. 20:30-31)  30 THEREFORE, Jesus did 

many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book;  31 but 

these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 

believing you may have life in his name. 

1. This Gospel was written so that you may hear and believe. (Rom. 10:17)  17 So faith 

comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 

2. Countless millions throughout the ages have heard and believe. That’s why Jesus has 

sent us as the Father sent him. We must continue the mission.  

3. We tell people the gospel and we trust the Lord to work. We pray. We water. But God 

gives the growth.  

4. Have them bring their doubts to the Gospel of John. They will find forgiveness and will 

be justified by faith in his name.  

iii. Only in the Word of God will you find the evidence that Jesus, the Son of God, is the Messiah.  

1. Only in him will you find life.  

a. I think it can be a problem if you only think of salvation in terms of merely at the 

end.  

i. It is certainly future. (Jn. 3:16) 16 "For God so loved the world, that he 

gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 

have eternal life. 

ii. But also, life begins when we believe. We live until we have believed. In 

fact, it is the abundant life. (Jn. 10:10) I came that they may have life 

and have it abundantly. 

iii. Don’t believe the lies of this world. Don’t believe the lies of the 

American dream. It’s not true.  

iv. Live this life: (Gal. 2:20) 20 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no 

longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in 

the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 

himself for me. 

v. Live your life for the glory of God!  

V. Response  

a. The faithfulness of Jesus. The love of Jesus. The power of Jesus. The authority of Jesus. The all-knowing 

of Jesus. The mercy of Jesus…should stir our hearts of inexpressible joy and rock-solid faith that he will 

meet me where I am.  

b. Doubt may do you some good. I trust that Jesus will not lose any. My doubts ended the same way as 

Thomas’ did. My Lord and my God!   


