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4—Acts 1.12-14—Waiting For the Promise 

I. Introduction 

a. All of us are waiting for something. Every stage of life, no matter your age, you must wait for things. 

Time can be a menace or a delight. Alarm clocks devour or excite. Babies wait for their parents to feed 

them. The only way they know how to wait is usually to scream. I sometimes feel like doing that.  

b. Students are waiting for summer break. Waiting for college. Waiting for a job opportunity. Waiting for a 

relationship to happen.  

c. Adults are waiting for the next paycheck. The weekend. Vacation. Retirement. Waiting for supper.  

d. We all wait on hard things. Test results. If the doctors could only realize this as they delay the process. 

We wait for an illness to pass. Chemo treatments to end. A bad relationship to resolve. There are 

countless hard issues that require us to wait.  

e. This morning we will get to see how Jesus’ disciples waited for the promise of the Father—the Holy 

Spirit. In seeing this, it will aid us in how we ought to wait to the glory of God—even when it’s hard.  

II. Main Point 

a. Waiting for the promise to the glory of God 

III. Outline 

a. Obey (While You Wait) 

b. Know that the grace of Jesus Got them where they are (and you) 

c. Be in Unity (While You Wait) 

d. Be Persistent in Prayer (While You Wait) 

e. Wait Together (which is different than unity) 

IV. Exposition 

a. Review  

i. Last week we read that Jesus commanded the disciples to wait for the promise of the Father. 

We mentioned that the New Covenant promise involves the coming of the Holy Spirit upon 

those who have put their faith in the finished work of Christ. Entrance into the Kingdom comes 

by repenting of your sins and trusting in Christ’s saving sacrifice.  

ii. We are forgiven of our sins and counted righteous by faith and God gives us the Holy Spirit. We 

understood the first purpose mentioned for the empowering Spirit is to make his people 

witnesses of the hope of salvation for anyone who hears the gospel and believes in Jesus.  

iii. We discussed some time ago that Jesus must leave before the Spirit could come. (Jn. 16:7-8) " 7 

Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, 

the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 8 And when he comes, he will 

convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment:" through you as my 

witnesses. 

iv. We left off last week with the disciples gazing into heaven as Jesus is taken up. Two angels ask 

them why they stand looking into heaven. It’s time to get busy. For years, they had been with 

Jesus watching him do amazing things and teaching them what it meant to follow him. It was 

now time for them to do the same in the power of the Spirit.  

1. And as I’ve mentioned before, Jesus continues to be the God/Man even in heaven 

because he will return in the same way as you saw him go into heaven as he continues 

to do and act through his followers.  

v. But now they must wait for the Spirit. The only indication of how long comes with the phrase 

“not many days from now.”  
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1. I’m sure you’ve heard things like that when the doctor sends you home to wait for test 

results. I don’t think they knew it would only be about ten days.  

2. As Jesus leaves, we look for their response. 

3. You might be wondering if it matters how you wait for a promise from God. I mean, it is 

a promise. It’s going to happen, right?  

4. So, when Abraham was told to wait for the promise of the child and Sarai decided to 

give her maid to Abraham did that work out okay? Praise the Lord of his grace! 

5. I will say with the affirmative that they didn’t give up and go home by accident.  

b. Now let’s see how they respond after Jesus ascended into heaven. My first point gave it away but I think 

we should have been waiting to see if they obeyed Jesus. Obey while you wait. If they love him…wait for 

him, then they will gladly obey what he says.  

i. John Waller sings a song called “While I am Waiting” and it begins like this.  

ii. I'm waiting 

I'm waiting on You, Lord 

And I am hopeful 

I'm waiting on You, Lord 

Though it is painful 

But patiently, I will wait 

 

I will move ahead, bold and confident 

Taking every step in obedience 

iii. Waiting is not idle. Waiting is gladly obeying the Lord’s instructions until the promise comes. 

That’s what faith looks like. Trust and obey!  

iv. So, what were Jesus’ instructions? (Acts 1:4-5) 4 And while staying with them he ordered them 

not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, "you 

heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 

many days from now." 

v. The important note I want you to make is that they obeyed Jesus. (Acts 1:12) "Then they 

returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet"  

vi. I’m aware this seems simple. Gladly obey Jesus while you wait. But the question is, aren’t we 

waiting now? (Eph. 1:13-14)  13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of 

your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit,  14 who is the 

guarantee (or pledge) of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his 

glory.   

1. So we are waiting the promised inheritance—eternal inheritance—in the Kingdom of 

God!  

vii. What does it say about us when we disobey while we wait? And I’m not saying we ever obey 

perfectly. Imagine this: what if a couple get engaged (promise of marriage) and one of them are 

in active duty to the military and while he is gone his wife-to-be gave herself to someone else? 

What might happen?  

1. We should always trust and obey even when it’s hard. It must have been hard to return 

to Jerusalem where Jesus had just been crucified. Maybe the disciples feared they 

would be recognized. But they go anyway. Why? Because Jesus sent them. If he sent 

them and the risen Lord Jesus is reigning from heaven then what have they to fear?  

c. Secondly, even though we see the disciples obeying the instructions of Jesus we ought to be joyfully 

surprised to see the disciples there at all. The second point is “Know that the grace of Jesus Got them 

where they are (and you).”  
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i. We cannot miss this. The lives of the disciples prior to receiving the Holy Spirit are clear pictures 

of what life would be like to follow Jesus in their own strength. Even though Jesus was with 

them, teaching them, showing them, and displaying his power and glory they were continually 

unable to be and do what they were called to be.  

ii. That’s why Jesus had to shepherd the scattering lambs after he was raised from the dead. That’s 

why he had to present himself with many proofs after his suffering. That’s why he had to open 

their minds to understand all that he had been teaching them.  

iii. Why were they standing on this mountain watching Jesus ascend into heaven, instead of 

fishing? Because of the grace and mercy of God in Christ Jesus. God was at work in them! 

iv. It seems clear that the disciples are a confirmation that Jesus KEPT and GUARDED his disciples 

thus far and he will see them to the end.  

1. Do you know this line? 'Tis grace has brought me safe thus far; And grace will lead me 

home.  

v. If you are a follower of Christ, you should regularly look at yourself and say, “Wow! I can’t 

believe I’m still following Jesus.” Jesus is the Good Shepherd who keeps me!  

vi. That should result in praise for his mercy and grace.  

vii. These disciples obey the risen Lord Jesus by returning to Jerusalem and enter the upper room 

where they were STAYING…waiting ONLY by the mercy and grace of the God.  

d. That get’s us to our third point: Be in unity while you wait.  

i. These disciples were very different. For example, there’s a reason why Simon was called the 

Zealot. A Zealot was a revolutionist who opposed the Roman Government with zeal. Simon was 

overly zealous about something and that’s why he was tagged with the label of Zealot.  

ii. I point this out because every person is different. From Peter to Thomas—a radical risk-taker 

and a radical doubter. Men and women. Family and strangers. There has never been a call for 

the disciples to be exactly the same. We are not called to uniformity. (Football team) 

iii. But rather, his disciples are to be in unity in the things that matter most. That’s why we have a 

confession of faith and a church covenant. We are supposed to be in unity over those things.  

1. You don’t have to like BBQ to be a member of this church though there are many of us 

who really like it.   

2. You don’t have to be a Vols fan to be a member. We do not exclude Alabama fans even 

though we know Jesus is a Vols fan (just a joke).  

3. You must believe God’s Word. We have a written confession of faith that binds us 

together on the essentials.   

iv. A church cannot stand divided. We can be as diverse as there are people but we must be in 

unity on the doctrines of the church.  

v. As we will see throughout Acts, the advancement of the Kingdom of God was at risk many times 

because of problems and division. But King Jesus is ruling and reigning in heaven and the Holy 

Spirit works by God’s good grace.  

e. We’ve seen that waiting for the promise required gladly obeying the Lord, it required the mercy and 

grace of the Jesus, and now we see it required praying to the Lord.  

i. (Acts 1:14) " 14 All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer"  

ii. Nowhere in the Gospels do you hear that the disciples were devoting themselves to prayer. He 

asked them to pray for him in the garden but they fell asleep.  

iii. They asked the Lord to teach them how to pray.  

iv. Jesus also taught them to be persistent in prayer. In (Lk. 18:1) "And he told them a parable to 

the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart."  

v. Acts is a new covenant life without Jesus’ bodily presence.  
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vi. And if Jesus is the risen Lord, then he is the One they depend on and look to for help from 

heaven.   

vii. It seems obvious that they gathered in the upper room with one accord to devote themselves to 

prayer. What did they pray for? I think they prayed for God to send the Holy Spirit promise. If 

you want the promises of God you must pray.  

viii. Praying says you believe. Praying acknowledges that you want what he has promised.  

1. Should we pray if God has already promised? Yes!  

a. Quick example of praying for promises: (Isa. 36:1) In the fourteenth year of King 

Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of Assyria came up against all the fortified cities of 

Judah and took them. 

b. The Assyrians say…ask Hezekiah (Isa. 36:4) On what do you rest this trust of 

yours?  

c. Of course, Hezekiah trusts in the LORD which the Assyrians already know 

because they say this: (Isa. 36:15)  15 Do not let Hezekiah make you trust in the 

LORD by saying, "The LORD will surely deliver us. This city will not be given into 

the hand of the king of Assyria." 

d. (Isa. 37:1-2) As soon as King Hezekiah heard it, he tore his clothes and covered 

himself with sackcloth and went into the house of the LORD.  2 And he sent 

Eliakim…to [get] the prophet Isaiah…(Isa. 37:6-7)  6 Isaiah said to them, "Say to 

your master, 'Thus says the LORD: Do not be afraid because of the words that 

you have heard, with which the young men of the king of Assyria have reviled 

me.  7 Behold, I will put a spirit in him, so that he shall hear a rumor and return 

to his own land, and I will make him fall by the sword in his own land.'" (the 

Promise) 

e. The Assyrians sent word that they were coming for them to Hezekiah by letter: 

(Isa. 37:14-15) 14 Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers, 

and read it; and Hezekiah went up to the house of the LORD, and spread it 

before the LORD.  15 And Hezekiah prayed to the LORD… 

f. As I’m sure you already know, the Lord responded to Hezekiah prayer like this: 

(Isa. 37:35-37)  35 For I will defend this city to save it, for my own sake and for 

the sake of my servant David."  36 And the angel of the LORD went out and 

struck down 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians. And when people arose early 

in the morning, behold, these were all dead bodies.  37 Then Sennacherib king of 

Assyria departed and returned home and lived at Nineveh. 

2. This is how you pray according to God’s promises.  

f. The last thing I want to mention is that they waited together.  

i. You might say, isn’t this the same as unity? Is togetherness the same as being of one mind?  

ii. Well, no. You know as well as I do that people are together in marriage but their hearts may be 

miles apart. They have taken the stance of fake it till we make it.  

iii. Though unity and togetherness are different, they can be two very strong bonds that strengthen 

disciples as they waited on the promise of God that was to come “not many days from now.”  

iv. Every church needs glad obedience to God’s word, certainty of His grace, unity in the faith, 

persistence in prayer, and togetherness for strength.  

v. It’s much easier to obey when you see your brother and sister obeying. It’s much easier to be 

devoted to prayer together praying for the promises of God to come.  

1. Chicken farming…together.  

V. Response 
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a. I don’t know how you need to respond specifically. And we might take note that doing nothing is a 

response. But I would guess that we all have some repenting to do about how we have not waiting to 

the glory of God. I would urge you to do business with the Lord this morning. Come to him. Confess your 

sins and he will cleanse you from all unrighteousness. Enjoy the mercy and grace of God that is yours in 

Christ Jesus by faith.  

b. Maybe you have never repented and believed in Christ. Maybe you would even call yourself a Christian 

but you know nothing really different about you. You have never been converted…born again. You can 

lay your sins and failures on the Lord Jesus today. Repent—change your mind about your sin that it is 

death…it will never make me happy…it is against the Holy God who created me and he really cares 

about what I do. That’s why he sent his Son. Receive Christ and he will set you free from your bondage 

to sin and death.  

 


