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3—Acts 1.15-26—Led by the Word While They Wait Part 1 

I. Introduction 

a. When we leave our kids with others, we also leave them with instructions. We insist that our words be 

kept while we are away. They need each other to accomplish this. One of the three will usually remind 

the other what we expect. The different ages have different levels of capacity to remember and apply 

our rules in various situations.  

b. Obedience will result in a good time. Sometimes when we return, we receive a bad report. We must 

discern whether it was willful disobedience (patterns) or immaturity (unable to see how the rule fits the 

situation). Either way we work to explain where they went wrong and restore them. That’s family life for 

us. All of us working from the same instructions. Parents and grandparents must be on the same page or 

there will be great harm to the kids.  

c. That’s how church is supposed to work. There is one playbook—the Scriptures. When there are multiple 

playbooks, the people will be harmed.  

i. Imagine two cars coming from two different directions meeting at an intersection with a stop 

light. Let’s say the person in one car sees the light turn green and obeys the law and begins to 

accelerate through the intersection. Let’s say the other person sees the light turn red but 

disobeys the law and doesn’t stop. What’s going to happen? That’s right…a wreck.  

d. The book of Acts is the playbook for the church. It describes how the church began and how it should 

function. We need to be attentive to this authority. It is not merely a suggestion. It is God’s word and 

design for the church.  

e. As we navigate through this book, we will encounter two categories we need to take note of. This book 

will describe what happened in the formation of the church and some, not all, will become prescribed 

ways to function. There is a mixture of both in our passage this morning. The ones that continue to 

repeat themselves usually become prescribed ways to function.  

i. For example, the use of casting lots to make a decision never happens again. Therefore, Luke 

described what happened but it doesn’t become a prescription on how to make decisions in the 

church.  

f. Let those who have ears to hear, hear what God has to say to us.  

II. Main Point  

a. The disciples are waiting on the promise of the Father in obedience, in unity, in prayer, and together. 

We now see the inspired Word of God lead them as they wait and they pray for the Lord Jesus to show 

them the way.  

III. Outline 

a. Peter leads by the Scriptures 

b. The Scriptures are breathed out by God and written by men 

c. The Necessary Fulfillment of the Scripture 

d. The fall and need to replace Judas 

IV. Exposition  

a. Peter leads by the Scriptures—So, when we left the Gospel of John, Jesus had given Peter the command 

to feed his sheep. Jesus restored Peter after his three denials. In a sense, Peter had fallen but Christ’s 

finished work redeemed him. Jesus had told him that Satan had requested to sift him as wheat but Jesus 

prayed that his faith would not fail him and after he had fallen to strengthen the brethren. What 

amazing grace! God’s grace is sufficient for a fallen disciple…for failures. If Peter was a failed disciple, 

then what does that say about all of us?  

i. Now, let’s see that grace as work. In verse 15, we see Peter taking the position Jesus previously 

had among the disciples. On different occasions at the end, Jesus stood in the midst of the 

disciples. Here, Peter is doing the same but with a Bible in his hand. The Spirit has not come, but 

the they do have the Scriptures—Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.  
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ii. When Jesus restored him and commanded that he feed his sheep and strengthen the brethren 

with what was he going to feed and strengthen them? Yes, the Scriptures.  

1. In other words, the Scriptures are sufficient to lead and speak for Jesus, the Word. 

That’s an incredible statement.  

2. If this is true, then for the Bible say is for God to say. When we go to the Word, we are 

hearing from God himself.  

3. How in the world can such a truth be so? 

b. Well before jumping in, let’s first see the amazing declaration of what the Scriptures are from this text. 

They are breathed out by God and written by men.  

i. Notice how Peter introduces the quotes from two different psalms there in v. 16. “The 

Scripture…which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David.”  

1. The Holy Spirit spoke through David to write these psalms and others.  

2. Our confession of faith states in article one (and the BF&M 2000):  

3. “I. THE SCRIPTURES: The Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired and is God's 

revelation of Himself to man. It is a perfect treasure of divine instruction. It has God for 

its author, salvation for its end, and truth, without any mixture of error, for its matter. 

Therefore, all Scripture is totally true and trustworthy. It reveals the principles by which 

God judges us; and therefore is, and will remain to the end of the world, the true center 

of Christian union, and the supreme standard by which all human conduct, creeds, and 

religious opinions should be tried. All Scripture is a testimony to Christ, who is Himself 

the focus of divine revelation.” 

4. The go-to verses are in (2 Tim. 3:16-17) 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and 

profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,  17 

that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.   

a. Therefore, the very nature of Scripture gives way to what it can do. Only if it is 

breathed out by God can it be profitable for these things. It is sufficient to equip 

every man of God for every good work. Nothing else is sufficient for these 

things. 

b. That’s why preaching is so important because the next verses in (2 Tim. 4:1-2) 

says…I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge 

the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom:  2 preach the 

word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with 

complete patience and teaching. 

ii. We should maintain a very high view of Scripture and its importance in the gathering of the 

church.  

c. Now let’s see the necessary fulfillment of Scripture. While these disciples wait in unity devoting 

themselves to prayer, they begin another key prescription that we will see over and over again—

devoting themselves to the Word of God.  

i. Here is the issue Peter brings to light. (Acts 1:16) 16 "Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, 

which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas 

1. Luke uses the word translated “it is necessary” often throughout the book of Act. It’s 

used in v. 16 “had to be” and in v. 21 concerning the requirements for the replacement. 

It should be understood as a divine necessity. In other words, God has so ordered the 

events of history to accomplish his will.  

2. Again, the OT should be understood as promises made and the NT as promises fulfilled. 

Some are yet to be fulfilled concerning the end but they are necessary and fixed. The 

end will come just as the Father has planned.  
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3. As we have discussed, Jesus opened the minds of the disciples to understand the 

Scriptures. He taught them all that Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms said concerning 

himself. So, when Peter says, the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David 

concerning Judas, we need to understand that God had its ultimate fulfillment in the 

events of Jesus’ life. That’s why Peter can quote from the Psalms about Christ’s enemies 

and in particular how that applies to Judas.  

4. In other words, Jesus taught the disciples to read the Bible this way. For example, one of 

the Psalms Peter quotes is Psalm 69. If you recall back in (Jn. 15:25) Jesus said 25 But the 

word that is written in their Law must be fulfilled: 'They hated me without a cause.'  

a. “They hated me without cause” is quoted from Ps. 69:4. So, Jesus himself 

applies that Psalm to himself. No wonder Peter sees more application to Jesus in 

the rest of it.  

b. Whether directly or indirectly, the Scriptures point to Jesus. This is supposed to 

help us read and understand the Bible well.  

c. It takes years of laboring in the Word to see how these things connect. Give 

yourself to the lifelong task of meditating on the Word.  

ii. The necessity of fulfillment was certainly for our salvation. But it was also necessary because 

God had planned it.  

1. Here both of these truths come together. (Gal. 4:4-5)  4 But when the fullness of time 

had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law,  5 to redeem 

those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 

2. “God creates history by prophesying about it. His word creates the future. His word is a 

history-shaping word. His word and his plans are sovereign.” (Bret) 

d. Now, let’s turn our attention to the connection Peter is making with these Psalms concerning Judas. The 

fall and replacement of Judas 

i. But now we should be asking, what needs to be fulfilled concerning Judas? Peter reminds the 

120 disciples gathered together waiting of the promised Holy Spirit that Judas became a guide 

to those who arrested Jesus.  

1. He was able to do this, as he states in v. 17, because he was numbered among us and 

was allotted his share in this ministry.  

2. In other words, because he had access on the inside, he was able to be a guide to those 

who arrested Jesus.  

3. It also says in (Acts 1:25) Judas turned aside to go to his own place.  

4. Judas betrayed Jesus who is the Christ.  

ii. How are we think about Judas? Where is his soul?  

1. First, I think it’s important how we think about his soul in the fact that he is being 

replaced. Luke 22:28-30 speaks of the unique role of the Twelve Apostles in the 

Kingdom judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  

a. (Lk. 22:28-30)  28 "You are those who have stayed with me in my trials,  29 and I 

assign to you, as my Father assigned to me, a kingdom,  30 that you may eat and 

drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of 

Israel. 

b. The need to replace him tells me that he will obviously not occupy that seat for 

that unique task.  

i. One objection you could raise is, well aren’t they all going to be 

replaced when they die? The answer is, no. When James dies in chapter 

12, he is not replaced nor are any of the others.  
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2. Second, the requirements for his replacement tell us the Twelve had another unique 

role as witnesses of the entire work of Christ. Particularly, they are a walking, talking 

testimony of the resurrection of Christ.  

a. It seems clear that Judas had already hung himself before Jesus was crucified. 

He only heard of his death sentence. He cannot possibly fulfill this, he’s dead.  

3. Third, the Psalms that Peter quotes are imprecatory psalms—psalms pronouncing a 

curse. They speak of the unrighteous enemies of God who are ultimately judged!  

a. The details of his death are a clear declaration of God’s judgment.  

i. If I were to recount for you a story of someone who was driving her car 

down a road with a speed limit of 50 mph and a tree fell as she was 

driving and landed exactly in her windshield as she drove by which was 

fatal, how would you think about that event? I know how the people in 

our town thought about it.  

b. The details of Judas’ death make clear that Psalm 69 has been carried out. “It’s 

pronouncing a curse on the evildoer who opposes God’s king. It involves a curse 

on the evildoer’s life and a curse on the evildoer’s land.” (Bret) 

i. “The point is this: God’s curse fell on Judas for betraying God’s King. He 

died a cursed death. His field became a cursed land. Betraying the King 

meant he suffered the King’s curse” (Bret). 

4. Do we have a category for people like Judas?  

a. Are there not people who are wolves in sheep’s clothing?  

b. Are there not those Jesus speaks of in Matthew 7? (Matt. 7:21-23)  21 "Not 

everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 

the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  22 On that day many 

will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out 

demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?'  23 And then 

will I declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of 

lawlessness.' 

c. I don’t think Luke is merely recording this story. He is warning us.  

i. Is there any notion of such things today? (Heb. 10:26-29)  26 For if we go 

on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there 

no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,  27 but a fearful expectation of 

judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries.  28 

Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the 

evidence of two or three witnesses.  29 How much worse punishment, 

do you think, will be deserved by the one who has trampled underfoot 

the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which 

he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace? 

ii. Sadly, in our churches, when someone professes faith, they are looked 

at as though they are good to go no matter what. They can live in open, 

willful sin with no repentance and they are considered backslidden. We 

don’t even go after them.  

iii. There are people who have professed faith at one time whose souls are 

in eternal danger.  

5. Let me end with this promise of hope for those who have walked away.  

a. We have stories like the prodigal son to encourage us that miracle do happen.  

b. (Lk. 15:16-24) 16 And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, 

and no one gave him anything.  17 "But when he came to himself, he said, 'How 
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many of my father's hired servants have more than enough bread, but I perish 

here with hunger!  18 I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, 

"Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you.  19 I am no longer worthy 

to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants."'  20 And he arose 

and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him 

and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.  21 And the son 

said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no 

longer worthy to be called your son.'  22 But the father said to his servants, 'Bring 

quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes 

on his feet.  23 And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and 

celebrate.  24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is 

found.' 

c. If they still have breath, there is hope. Today is the day of salvation!  

V. Response 

a. These disciples obeyed Jesus. They returned to Jerusalem and waited.  

b. They devoted themselves to prayer. 

c. They were in unity.  

d. They were gathered together.  

e. They were led by the God’s word.  

f. They made hard but necessary decisions.  

g. They trusted Jesus!  

 

 

 

 

 


