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5—Acts 2.1-21—The International Harvest Begins 
I. Introduction 

a. Though it is uncommon these days for everyone to plant their garden due to the cheaper prices from 

the grocery stores, it was not always like that. Planting your garden or fields was necessary for survival. 

If you were going to have food to eat then you had to plant your fields. As most of you probably know 

planting begins in the fall and spring. When you plant wheat in the fall, the first fruits of the harvest 

begin to show up about the first of June. 

b. Israel was commanded by the Lord to hold a festival for the first fruits of their harvest. They would have 

been gathering wheat and barley in early June when the holiday was scheduled. That holiday was called 

the Feast of Weeks, which is seven weeks after Passover. It is also called Pentecost because the feast 

began on the 50th day after Passover. The first fruits of harvest were gathered and given to the Lord in 

thankfulness for His faithfulness to provide.  

c. Why am I talking about harvesting wheat? Well, because our text tells us this event happened on the 

Day of Pentecost. But I think there’s a different kind of harvest beginning here—a harvest of souls.  

d. If we are thinking in terms of agriculture with Pentecost celebrating the beginning of harvest of men, 

then what was planted? PAUSE…the seed that was planted was Jesus. When a seed is put into the soil 

that it must die in order to sprout. The fruit of this harvest of souls can only be the result of the death, 

burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. And our text describes how it all began.  

II. Main Point 

a. There’s a lot going on here but the main point is the coming of the Holy Spirit. The primary purpose was 

to speak the gospel with the result of anyone from any nation, tribe or tongue who calls on the Name of 

the Lord will be saved—the international harvest had begun.   

III. Outline 

a. God Keeps his promise to send the Holy Spirit 

b. A multitude in Jerusalem Responds to the Sound 

c. Peter Explains What Really Happened 

IV. Exposition 

a. It is so important that we see that God always keeps His promises. Indeed, the disciples are waiting for 

the promise of the Holy Spirit to cloth them in power that they might be his witnesses in Jerusalem and 

Judea and Samaria and the ends of the earth. We believe that God eternally exists as three persons, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and each person is fully God, and there is one God. In our text today, we are 

watching for the coming of the Holy Spirit. He comes to make Jesus, the Son, known through these 

disciples.  

i. As I mentioned, the setting for this text is Pentecost—the Feast of Weeks. It’s been 50 days 

since Passover—the day Jesus died on the cross. They are together in one place. It is presumably 

that upper room they had been using.  

1. I assume all 120 disciples are present. Having just finished seeing them altogether for 

the choosing of Mathias to replace Judas.  

2. This is an important observation to take note of, as we will see later.  

ii. Now, without any notice, a sound or noise like a mighty, violent wind comes from heaven and it 

fills the entire house where there are.  

1. We need to understand a few things about this scene. First, we need to hear Luke telling 

us that it came from heaven. That means, as we have already said, that the risen Lord 

Jesus is ruling and reigning from heaven. Now this sound has come from Jesus and from 

the Father.  

a. What is this sound? It is LIKE a mighty rushing wind. Are there other places in 

the bible that might help us figure out what this means? 
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i. In Gen. 3:8, Adam and Eve hear the sound of God in the Garden and hid. 

At Mt. Horeb, thunderous sounds having the people in great fear at the 

giving of the law. 

ii. In Greek, the word for wind and spirit are the same. In fact, it can also 

mean breath. The Hebrew word has the same meanings.  

iii. I think a picture of this can be seen in Ezekiel 37:9-14 where the Prophet 

is commanded to prophesy over the dead bones. As Ezekiel prophesies, 

we understand that it is the breath of YHWH, God’s Spirit, that brings 

life to the dry bones.  

iv. We are anticipating the coming of the Holy Spirit and this mighty 

rushing wind/spirit/breath has filled the room. Is this sound, the Holy 

Spirit? Yes 

2. We now have clear discernable sound that is certainly identifiable. Then tongues as of 

fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them.  

a. Tongue can mean language. We might ask someone what is your mother 

tongue? That means, what is your native language.  

b. The tongue is also what we use to speak that language. But without breath or 

wind it is useless.  

c. The tongues appearing as of fire is significant as well. What is one of the most 

famous scenes in the Scriptures dealing with fire? Moses and burning bush!  

d. Well, God also led the people of Israel by a fiery pillar by night. Again, the fire 

represents God’s presence. That means we have two indicators that this sound 

is God’s presence.  

e. In fact, John the Baptist had said that he came to baptize them with water but 

Jesus came to baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. And so, he did.  

3. Now, a mighty wind and tongues as of fire have come from heaven as they wait upon 

the promise of the Holy Spirit. This must be the Spirit, right?  

a. Well verse 4 settles in for us. (Acts 2:4)  4 And they were all filled with the Holy 

Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

b. The Lord has kept his promise. I think it is necessary that we understand that 

God sent the Holy Spirit through His Son Jesus, the Messiah. This book is about 

the acts of the risen Lord Jesus through his disciples by the Holy Spirit.  

c. It even says down in verses (Acts 2:32-33)  32 This Jesus God raised up, and of 

that we all are witnesses.  33 Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, 

and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has 

poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. 

d. This has not always been the case. In the OT, the Spirit was only put on a select 

few. In Numbers, the people are complaining in the wilderness wishing they had 

their cucumbers and leeks. They demand some meat to eat. Here’s how that 

goes.  

i. Moses says to the Lord in (Num. 11:13-15) 13 Where am I to get meat to 

give to all this people? For they weep before me and say, 'Give us meat, 

that we may eat.'  14 I am not able to carry all this people alone; the 

burden is too heavy for me.  15 If you will treat me like this, kill me at 

once, if I find favor in your sight, that I may not see my wretchedness."  

ii. What’s the answer? (Num. 11:16-17) 16 Then the LORD said to Moses, 

"Gather for me seventy men of the elders of Israel…And I will take some 

of the Spirit that is on you and put it on them, and they shall bear the 
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burden of the people with you, so that you may not bear it yourself 

alone. 

iii. Joshua hears two of the elders prophesying and asked Moses to stop 

them. Then Moses says in (Num. 11:29) Would that all the LORD's 

people were prophets, that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!" 

e. The coming of the Holy Spirit changes everything. As I read of Gideon this 

morning, who was called a man of valor while threshing wheat inside on the 

winepress for fear of Midian, was able to save Israel because God was with him!  

f. We are here to display that glory in weakness. (2 Cor. 4:7) But we have this 

treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and 

not to us. 

iii. Make sure you take note that they were ALL filled with the Holy Spirit. Not just the Twelve. 

Everyone has the Spirit to advance the Kingdom of God. When God is with you, he can slay 

giants with little boys like David.  

b. Those waiting on the Spirit were not surprised at what happened. That’s what they had been waiting 

for. However, this place they were staying must have been near a large group of people. In fact, the 

house was probably near the Temple because there’s not many places in Jerusalem that this many 

people can gather together. They heard the sound too but they are confused.  

i. Beginning in verse 5, Luke gives us a lengthy response from some Jews who were not disciples of 

Jesus.  

ii. Luke describes them as Jews dwelling in Jerusalem. As we will see, that doesn’t mean they all 

grew up in Jerusalem. We need a brief understanding of the Diaspora—the scattered.  

1. Throughout Israel’s history, exile into other nations was the consequence of disobeying 

God. Many grew up in other nations and would have inevitably learned the language of 

their new home. It seems, some of those have come back to live in Jerusalem. 

2. We are also told they are devout or pious men…presumably Jews.  

3. So, that’s who they are.  

iii. In verse 6 it says they heard this sound. It caused a multitude to pay attention. But they are 

confused by this sound.  

1. They are bewildered because each one was hearing these disciples of Jesus speak in 

their own language.  

2. They are simultaneously, confused and astonished. Why? Because those who were 

speaking their language were Galileans. They don’t know their native tongue but they 

are hearing them speak it.  

3. Luke gives this amazing list of nations that are present. They claim in verse 11, “we hear 

them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.”  

c. The multitude doesn’t understand this. So Peter stands up with the eleven to explain.  

i. Some in the crowd are amazed and perplexed. Other mock them saying they are filled with 

wine!  

ii. Peter speaks. This is the same word from verse 6 when they heard the sound. Peter addressed 

them. This is the same word used in verse 4 when it says the Spirit gave them utterance to speak 

in other languages.  

iii. Peter tells them they are not drunk. It’s only 9am. He then tells them that this event on 

Pentecost is the fulfillment of what was uttered through Joel. In other words, Joel is saying what 

Moses said back in Numbers 14.  

1. (Acts 2:17-18) 17 "'And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my 

Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young 

men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams;  18 even on my male 
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servants and female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall 

prophesy. 

2. There is clearly a repetition that needs to be noticed.  

a. The divided tongues as of fire rest on each one. 

b. Verse 4…they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. 

c. Verse 7…are not all these speaking Galileans?  

d. And now this word from Joel. This promise they had been waiting on.  

e. Now, on harvest day!!! God pours out his Spirit on all who believe. Sons and 

daughters. Young and old. Male and female servants.  

f. The Previous Scene: Saved out of Egypt after the Passover. God appears in the 

fire on Mt. Horeb with thunderous sounds. He gives them the law chiseled in 

stone.  

i. But here, after the Passover, saved from slavery to sin. God appears in 

fire and great sounds. He gives the Spirit! The New Covenant promise!  

3. Why? So that the law is written on their hearts. Full atonement means God’s presence 

can live in you not merely hidden in a tent. Now, they will speak the wonderful salvation 

available in this Seed/Passover Lamb that died but was raised. For we are to continue 

what Jesus came to do.   

a. What did Jesus say in (Lk. 4:18-19) 18 "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 

he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor." 

b. They will proclaim and when they hear. What will they do when they hear with 

faith? (Acts 2:21)  21 And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the 

name of the Lord shall be saved.' 

c. God is building His Kingdom through the proclamation of the gospel to ALL 

nations. The list of nation verses 9-11 make it clear that this has begun. And one 

day this will be the scene in heaven. (Rev. 7:9-10)  9 ¶ After this I looked, and 

behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all 

tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 

Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands,  10 and crying 

out with a loud voice, "Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and 

to the Lamb!" 

d. Surely we want this to happen, Church. If the Spirit is powerful enough to cause 

people to speak a language fluently that they do not know then the Spirit is 

powerful enough to speak the gospel through us that men, women, boys and 

girls from any nation might hear the gospel and believe.  

i. (Matt. 9:37-38) 37 Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, 

but the laborers are few;  38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the 

harvest to send out laborers into his harvest." 

4. Why is this urgent? Because Joel describes God’s pending judgment. Blood and fire, 

vapor and smoke. The sun turning to darkness and the moon to blood.  

a. But there is another place all this already happened. In (Lk. 23:44-46)  44 It was 

now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the 

ninth hour,  45 while the sun's light failed. And the curtain of the temple was 

torn in two.  46 Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, "Father, into your 

hands I commit my spirit!" And having said this he breathed his last. 

b. God’s wrath has fallen on His beloved Son for the nations. But the wrath 

remains on those who do not repent and believe. You and your neighbor, family 
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and friends, acquaintances and strangers can escape God’s wrath by going to 

Jesus in prayer.  

V. Response  

a. One obvious response is for the unbelieving: (Rom. 10:9-13) 9 because, if you confess with your mouth 

that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  10 For 

with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.  11 For the 

Scripture says, "Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame."  12 For there is no distinction 

between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him.  13 

For "everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 

b. A response for the saints who have been given the Holy Spirit is praise. But it can’t stop there. Every 

mouth on this planet ought to be praising God but they are not. That’s why will tell them.  


