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31—Acts 13.13-52—God’s Kingdom Has No Borders and No End 

I. Introduction 

a. Samuel Zwemer, a pioneer missionary to Arabia, wrote, “The kingdoms and governments of this world 

have frontiers, which must not be crossed, but the Gospel of Jesus Christ knows no frontier. It never has 

been kept within bounds.” 

b. Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” There are no lines on God’s map 

of the world. All of it is His.  

c. There are no property lines, social lines, ethnic lines, or age lines that can imprison the word of God. 

“Jesus has never been dependent on our access or resources to accomplish his mission.”  

II. Main Point  

a. God sends. They keep going and speaking. God saves and his work continues to spread.  

III. Outline 

a. God sent and the church keeps Going 

b. The Good News Proclaimed  

c. Two Responses: Reviled and Received  

IV. Exposition 

a. Let’s see the amazing work of God as the word continues to go out across the sea, across borders and 

through mountains. God sent and they keep going! 

(Acts 13:13-14) 13 Now Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia. And John left 

them and returned to Jerusalem,  14 but they went on from Perga and came to Antioch in Pisidia. And on the Sabbath 

day they went into the synagogue and sat down. 

i. They go as companions. 

1. This is the pattern Jesus followed when he sent his disciples out 2x2. There’s so much 

wisdom in this model. Mission work is hard and lonely. They will need each other.  

2. As you might notice, Paul begins to take the lead. But how is Paul there without 

Barnabus?  

3. Who brings him to the apostles in Jerusalem? Who brings him to Antioch to teach the 

disciples for a year?  

a. Barnabus has been the leader and a good leader makes other good leaders. 

“Good leadership can often be measured by whether it leaves a trail of 

successors behind it. Barnabus not only encouraged Paul; he also enabled him. 

Barnabus did not feel the need to be always the front man. So, although Paul is 

the focus in the text, in many ways Barnabus is the hero in the passage because 

of the way he teamed with his partner. As one commentor notes, ‘Encouragers 

hand over leadership.’ Leaders lead by replicating.” (Bock 467) 

ii. They set sail—they went on! They’ve been sent out by the Holy Spirit and the church to take the 

gospel to the nations. This is God’s mission to seek and to save the lost through the church. 

1. The gospel continues to spread as disciples from the church of Antioch board ships. 

They keep going. Paul and his companions have worked their way through the island of 

Cyprus and now the head north about 112 miles to Perga.  

a. More cost. More time away. More dangers ahead. But the Spirit is with them!  

2. Perga is somewhat inland.  

a. From there, they set out for Antioch in Pisidia.  

i. There were 16 cities named Antioch. Sedeucus Nikator named them 

after his father Antiochus. It makes it a little confusing but this is a 

different city than the one they left from.  
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b. It might help to look in the back of your Bible to the missionary journeys of Paul. 

i. There you will see a line moving from the west side of Cyprus and 

landing at Perga.  

ii. In our text it says, “they went on from Perga and came to Antioch in 

Pisidia.”  

1. It’s a rather short statement for such a difficult journey. The 

ship ride was probably uneventful but the 100 miles hike as a 

crow flies must go through or around the Taurus Mountains. 

And I can tell you they are not the Smoky Mountains.  

c. But before they embark on this journey, John Mark leaves them behind.  

i. No reason is given but mission work has lots of obstacles and setbacks. 

It’s difficult work. 

ii. On my trip to Russia, twenty years ago, there were several moments 

that if it had been possible, I would have gone home.  

iii. We will hear more about John Mark later.  

iii. They go to the synagogue first. 

1. They made it! Their first stop is the local synagogue. There they will find people who 

should already know God and are awaiting his promise to send the Messiah. Paul and 

Barnabus are there to tell them the Christ has come! 

iv. We must move on but I’d like to emphasize the fact that mission work is hard. It’s dangerous. 

It’s amazing. It’s worth it.  

1. How Paul and Barnabus were provided for would have been a story in itself. But that’s 

not the focus and should not be the focus.  

2. But you need to assume that many of the little details of this trip are a string of miracles. 

From weather or robbers or wild beasts in the mountains…God provided and saw them 

through the journey.  

3. We should give generously. Prayer fervently. Go trusting the Lord for the details. This is 

His mission and we are His servants. May He do with us whatever He pleases to make 

His name known! 

b. Now we get to see the purpose for which money has been spent, long treacherous hikes through the 

mountains and separation from their church family and their own families was for—They speak the 

word of God! 

i. Seeking an open door to speak the gospel 

Notice there beginning in v. 15, (Acts 13:15-16)  15 After the reading from the Law and the Prophets, the rulers of the 

synagogue sent a message to them, saying, "Brothers, if you have any word of encouragement for the people, say it."  16 

So Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand said… 

1. The opportunity came after the rulers of synagogue finish their liturgy. They send a 

message to the visiting men they call, brothers. They ask for a word of exhortation and 

comfort. 

a. I know you have questions about this. So do I. But this was rather normal. I 

would not ask a stranger to speak to you.   

b. Yet, even these norms do not guarantee an opportunity to speak. But God is 

there to cause it to happen.  

ii. The audience 

Notice there at the end of v. 16, (Acts 13:16) "Men of Israel and you who fear God, listen. 
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1. As the story goes on, we better understand that among the Jews at the synagogue are 

also Gentiles.  

a. It seems they are like Cornelius—God-fearers—but not full proselytes.  

2. Whoever is there, Paul commands that they listen. 

iii. The message 

1. Where do you start? Depending on the audience, Paul will start in different places. Later 

when he’s in Athens, his starting place is different. 

a. Well, he begins with a historical sketch I’m sure most, if not all, already know—

even the Gentiles if they’ve been around the synagogue very long.  

(Acts 13:17-23) 17 The God of this people Israel chose our fathers and made the people great during their stay in the land 

of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led them out of it.  18 And for about forty years he put up with them in the wilderness.  
19 And after destroying seven nations in the land of Canaan, he gave them their land as an inheritance.  20 All this took 

about 450 years. And after that he gave them judges until Samuel the prophet.  21 Then they asked for a king, and God 

gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years.  22 And when he had removed him, he 

raised up David to be their king, of whom he testified and said, 'I have found in David the son of Jesse a man after my 

heart, who will do all my will.'  23 Of this man's offspring God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he promised. 

b. Before we look through Paul’s message, look at the end of chapter 13. In verses 

43, 48 and 52 it says… 

i. (Acts 13:43) 43 And after the meeting of the synagogue broke up, many 

Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who, 

as they spoke with them, urged them to continue in the grace of God. 

ii. (Acts 13:48) 48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing 

and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as many as were appointed to 

eternal life believed. 

iii. (Acts 13:52)  52 And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy 

Spirit. 

iv. In other words, when Paul speaks the message of the gospel, people—

Jews and Gentiles—believe. They are filled with joy and with the Holy 

Spirit!  

1. This doesn’t happen any other way. They go and speak the 

gospel to people indiscriminately. They and we are given the 

task to sow the seed. What God does with it is up to God.  

a. Even with clarity in v. 48 that God Himself elected those 

who believed, Paul and Barnabus share with everyone 

who will listen.  

b. There’s no requirement to hear the gospel.  

c. (Matt. 24:14)  14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be 

proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony 

to all nations, and then the end will come. 

c. Now, take note of the work of God throughout history.  

i. Pay attention to who the subject is for what we just read in vv. 17-23 

ii. God chose our fathers.  

iii. God made the people great in Egypt.  

iv. With uplifted arm, God led them out. 

v. God put up with them in the wilderness for forty years. 

vi. After destroying seven nations, God gave them their inheritance.  

vii. God gave them judges.  
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viii. God gave them Saul to be their king. 

ix. God removed Saul from being their king. 

x. God raised up David to be their king.  

1. He testified and said, “I have found a man after my heart who 

will do all my will.” 

xi. Of David’s offspring, God brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus as he 

promised.  

xii. If God has worked like this in the past, has he not and will he not 

continue to do so even through us?  

d. But here’s an obstacle to the mission. If your understanding of this book begins 

and ends with you then you have strangely misunderstood this book.  

i. The Bible is not you-centered…man-centered. The Bible is God-

centered. You can’t have more than one center. Who is at the center of 

your theology?  

ii. Only God can do this.  

iii. And if this is God’s work and God’s mission and God’s redemption and 

God glory then we have nothing to worry about. We, therefore, follow 

and serve. We surrender all. We give ourselves over to the one who 

owns us. Who did everything.  

1. Many people believe they chose God but that’s just not true. 

Our decision to repent and believe is a result of God work of 

grace. We do choose but not first.  

2. Those who think that they initiated their relationship with the 

God of the universe are mistaken.  

3. It seems to become visible in how they worship and serve their 

god. They seem to be the one calling the shots; not God. They 

determine what they will do and not do.  

a. What you have there is an idol in your pocket. One 

that’s suits your ways and your desires. And your ways 

lead to eternal hell.  

b. The God of the universe demands that you repent and 

place your faith in His beloved Son, Jesus and follow 

him. Turn from your ways and your sins and be forgiven 

and follow Jesus’ ways—the Way.  

2. Paul began with a historical sketch that made its way to Jesus. But before he came, John 

the Baptist prepared the way.  

a. This wasn’t necessarily history. It most likely happened in their lifetime. At least 

some of the Jews here would have made the journeys to Jerusalem for the 

feasts. In fact, Paul will encounter later some from this area that had only heard 

of John’s baptism.. 

b. Paul is tying the history of the past to their present and future.  

(Acts 13:24-25)  24 Before his coming, John had proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel.  25 And as 

John was finishing his course, he said, 'What do you suppose that I am? I am not he. No, but behold, after me one is 

coming, the sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to untie.' 

c. One thing to highlight here: John stated clearly that he wasn’t “I AM—YHWH” 

((Acts 13:25) οὐκ εἰμὶ ἐγω) and contrasts himself with the one who came after 

him. Who came after him? Jesus. Yes, the One whose sandal he was unworthy 
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to untie. Jesus is the eternal Son of God. He was before John and came after 

John.  

3. The history of Israel. The coming of John the Baptist. Now the message of salvation.  

a. Notice what God does through the church in this passage.  

(Acts 13:26)  26 "Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you who fear God, to us has been sent the 

message of this salvation. 

b. In normal sentence structure, we put the subject first not the direct object. In 

the Greek and in English, the emphasis is placed on the direct object by placing 

it at the beginning.  

i. To us!!!  

c. God HAS SENT them the message of the gospel that He accomplished in his Son.  

i. I like grammar…I mean that’s what I do. The verb has sent is a perfect 

tense verb which means it is not simply a past event that happened but 

rather a past event that remains binding in the world!  

ii. Therefore, the God who is on mission to send out the message of the 

gospel is continuing to do so today and to end! 

4. So what is the message of this salvation? I’m going summarize the rest.  

a. It’s the same message Jesus had given to his disciples before it happened. (Lk. 

9:22) "The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders 

and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised." 

b. Paul describes how they did not recognize Jesus nor understand what the 

prophets had spoken which are read every Sabbath. 

i. Did you see what Paul did there? What had they just read? The Law and 

the Prophets. They do not understand either. 

c. The message is:  

i. He was condemned to death, though he was innocent.  

ii. What they did to him fulfilled all that was written.  

iii. Jesus took the curse that humanity deserved by dying on a tree.  

iv. He was buried in a tomb.  

v. BUT GOD raised him from the DEAD!  

vi. Jesus presented himself alive for forty days.  

d. You might ask, what’s good about these things?  

i. (Acts 13:32-33) 32 And we bring you the good news that what God 

promised to the fathers,  33 this he has fulfilled to us their children by 

raising Jesus 

ii. Okay. God raised Jesus from the dead. Still, what’s the good news?  

1. Well, God had promised to send the Messiah to save his people.  

2. Messiah saves his people not by conquering their enemies but 

conquering death. How can he conquer death? By paying the 

just penalty for the sin of humanity.  

3. A promise had been made that David’s Son would rule forever 

in righteousness. Jesus is that Son of David. He also David’s 

Lord. He must be alive to fulfill that promise. He must be alive 

to rule!  

4. Paul proves this by quoting Psalm 2, Isaiah 55:3, and Psalm 

16:10. David spoke of this one to come and the only Son who 
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did not see corruption was Jesus. Even David himself died and 

his body decayed. But not Jesus.  

iii. Because of he was innocent and sinless, Jesus’ payment on the tree was 

accepted as the perfect sacrifice fulfilling the just demands of the 

Father.  

1. The resurrection of Jesus, the promised One, results in salvation 

for all who repents and trusts Christ.  

2. Paul commands here in v. 38 so I will too.  

a. (Acts 13:38) Therefore let it be known to you, brothers, 

that through this one forgiveness of sins is proclaimed 

to you, 39 and by this one everyone who believes is 

justified from everything from which the law of Moses 

could not justify you. 

b. The Law that they read earlier and indeed every 

Sabbath cannot and did not make them righteous. You 

need to be righteous in order to escape the eternal 

wrath of God.  

c. The only way to be made righteous is to repent of your 

sins and ways and place your faith in the fact that Jesus 

paid your penalty on the tree and satisfies the justice of 

God. In exchange, Jesus took our sins on the cross and 

gave us his righteousness.  

5. That’s the message and it DEMANDS a response.  

a. If I see your car rolling after you get out and I say from a distance, “Your car is 

moving,” doesn’t that demand a response from you even though I didn’t say, 

“Stop your car!”? 

b. Dear lost sinner who carries around your idol in your pocket, God demands a 

response from you.  

i. (Acts 13:41)  41 "'Look, you scoffers, be astounded and perish; for I am 

doing a work in your days, a work that you will not believe, even if one 

tells it to you.'" 

c. The Responses: Reviled and Received 

i. We’ve already noted that both Jews and Gentiles responded by receiving the gift of the gospel.  

1. The evidence is they are following and urged to continue in the grace of God.  

ii. Others give evidence of their hatred of the message. 

1. They are filled with jealousy and were opposing what Paul had spoken.  

2. They stirred of the leading women and men of the city to persecute Paul and Barnabus. 

They drove them out of town.  

iii. But some…were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit.  

1. Are you filled with joy and the Holy Spirit? 

iv. In (Acts 13:49)  49 And the word of the Lord was spreading throughout the whole region. 

V. Response  

a. Dear Church, God sent out his church and he was with them through many dangers, toils and snares. He 

is with us now. Let’s be spent for the glory of God! There’s no borders on God’s map. It’s all his. All 

authority has been given to Jesus and he commands that we go make disciples of all nations.  

b. For the unbeliever. Repent and place your faith and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ and submit to him!  


